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Molly and her father have lived alone since the death of her mother. Now Mr 
Gibson decides it will be in Molly's best interests for him to marry again. The
new "Mama" brings to the household many changes, including a glamorous 
new step-sister. Mrs Gibson starts scheming to have Cynthia marry one of 
the sons of the local squire, but she does not understand Cynthia's 
reluctance or why Molly is meeting Mr Preston in the forest. Secrets, love 
affairs and society gossip abound in this social commentary novel written by
Mrs Gaskell (author of North and South and Mary Barton). Love across the 
class divide, love of parents for children and step-children, love which is a 
'heated fancy', love between sisters, and sincere self-sacrificing love of one 
person for another whether brother or beloved - all are delicately and 
delightfully drawn in this masterpiece of 19th century literature, and all are 
brought to life in this dramatic reading with a stunning cast of voices. - 
Summary by Beth Thomas 

Read by Librivox volunteers .  Total running time: 26:08:06 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, 
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